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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
02/26/2009 has been entered. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

3. With respect to the remarks stating the reference Barry does not teach the claims 
6 and 18 in view of the amendments, a new reference has been used and the claims 
stand rejected. The new rejection has been made in view of Journal Article of InfoWorld 
v13n39, pp:85-89, titled “JetForm Elevates Form Filling with Client/Server Features”, 
written by Fritz Nelson, published September 30, 1991, herein as “Nelson”. Nelson 
teaches the current invention according to the newly amended claims. Further 
explanations are provided below 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this ora foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 6-11 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Journal Article of InfoWorld v13n39, pp:85-89, titled “JetForm 
Elevates Form Filling with Client/Server Features”, written by Fritz Nelson, 

published September 30, 1991 , herein as “Nelson”. 

6. Claims 1-5 (Canceled). 

Regarding Claim 6, Nelson teaches a print management system that allocates 
each print demand to one of multiple printing devices, which print an image on a 
medium, said print management system (Page 85, Column 4; Noted: JetForm offers 
a sophisticated way of handling the merge and print processes.)comprising: 

a print demand acceptance module that receives a print demand including one a 
printing request of an image (Page 87, Column 2; Noted: JetForm lets you take 
printed forms and images and convert them to templates which can be used 
within the JetForm system.; Page 88, Column 2; Noted: A workstation can send 
data to JetForm Server in several ways, such as a print queue or a print server.); 
and 

a print allocation module that, in response to reception of a print demand, 
retrieves a matching print demand that includes an identical image with the image of the 
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received print demand, among print demands in an allocated state or a printed state, 
determines a state of a spooler of a printer to which the matching print demand has 
been allocated, allocates the received print demand to the printer when the spooler has 
any vacancy, while, when the spooler has no vacancy, waiting and allocating the 
received print demand to the printer after a vacancy occurs in the spooler, and sets the 
status of the received and allocated print demand to the allocated state (Page 88, 
Column 2 - Column 3; Noted: After accepting the print data, the server is 
constantly scans predetermined directories of the machine it runs on, looking for 
a job requests and data files that match previously recorded requests and data 
files in the database. The server merges the information with the matched 
information and sends it to the correct printer. Also Noted: It is well known in the 
art that print servers may spool the print jobs by saving them in a disk file until 
the printer is ready to accept them. To "spool" (simultaneous peripheral 
operation on line) a file is to utilize a program or device that controls the flow of 
data to an outputting device, such as a printer. Spooling allows the user to send 
data to a device that is already occupied, and the data will be passed onto the 
desired destination as soon as possible. In this manner, print jobs that are 
temporarily saved in a file are processed one at a time by a daemon, which is a 
job control program or "process" that runs in the background and controls the 
print server "queues" where such files are temporarily stored. The use of print 
server queues allows multiple users to concurrently send print jobs to the printer 
without encountering conflicts.) 
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Regarding Claim 7, Nelson discloses wherein the printing included in the print 
demand has image identification information for identifying an image to be printed 

(Page 88, Column 1 -Column 2, Noted: JetForm supports TIFF, PCX, and its own 
I.GO. JetForm matches according to file extensions, then matching those with 
information within the database, the information within the database recorded is 
name of the form, printer name, where to send, macro numbers, etc.) , said print 
management system further comprising: 

an information storage module that stores the image identification information for 
identifying the allocated image and the relevant printing device, to which the printing 
request for printing the allocated image has already been allocated (Page 88, Column 
2; Noted: See “The Job Management Database”), 

wherein said print allocation module allocates a printing request for printing an 
image having an identical piece of the image identification information with the stored 
image identification information for identifying the allocated image to the stored relevant 
printing device, to which the printing request for printing the allocated image has already 
been allocated (Page 88, Column 2, Noted: as expressed above, the server 
matches requests and data files accordingly, merges the information and sends 
the job to the correct printer.). 

Regarding Claim 8, Nelson discloses wherein the identification information 
includes at least one of a file name of each image, identification information for 
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identifying a digital camera used to record the image, date of recording the image with 
the digital camera, and a data size of the image (Page 88, Column 1 -Column 2, 
Noted: JetForm supports TIFF, PCX, its own I.GO. JetForm matches according to 
file extensions, then matching those with information within the database, the 
information within the database recorded is name of the form, printer name, 
where to send, macro numbers, etc.). 

Claims 12-17 (Canceled). 



Regarding Claim 18, Nelson teaches a print management method that allocates 
each print demand to one of multiple printing devices, which print an image on a 
medium, said print management method comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving a print demand including a printing request of an image (Page 87, 
Column 2; Noted: JetForm lets you take printed forms and images and convert 
them to templates which can be used within the JetForm system.; Page 88, 
Column 2; Noted: A workstation can send data to JetForm Server in several ways, 
such as a print queue or a print server.); and 

(b) in response to reception of a printer print demand, retrieving a matching print 
demand that includes an identical image with the image of the received print demand, 
among print demands in an allocated state or a printed state, determining a state of a 
spooler of a printer to which the matching print demand has been allocated, allocating 




Application/Control Number: 10/816,249 
Art Unit: 2625 



Page 7 



the received print demand to the printer when the spooler has any vacancy, while, when 
the spooler has no vacancy, waiting and allocating the received print demand to the 
printer after a vacancy occurs in the spooler, and setting the status of the received and 
allocated print demand to the allocated state (Page 88, Column 2 - Column 3; Noted: 
After accepting the print data, the server is constantly scans predetermined 
directories of the machine it runs on, looking for a job requests and data files that 
match previously recorded requests and data files in the database. The server 
merges the information with the matched information and sends it to the correct 
printer. Also Noted: It is well known in the art that print servers may spool the 
print jobs by saving them in a disk file until the printer is ready to accept them. 

To "spool" (simultaneous peripheral operation on line) a file is to utilize a 
program or device that controls the flow of data to an outputting device, such as 
a printer. Spooling allows the user to send data to a device that is already 
occupied, and the data will be passed onto the desired destination as soon as 
possible. In this manner, print jobs that are temporarily saved in a file are 
processed one at a time by a daemon, which is a job control program or 
"process" that runs in the background and controls the print server "queues" 
where such files are temporarily stored. The use of print server queues allows 
multiple users to concurrently send print jobs to the printer without encountering 
conflicts.). 
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Regarding Claim 19, Nelson discloses wherein he printing request included in 
the print demand has image identification information for identifying an image to be 
printed (Page 88, Column 1 -Column 2, Noted: JetForm supports TIFF, PCX, its 
own I.GO. JetForm matches according to file extensions, then matching those 
with information within the database, The information within the database 
recorded is name of the form, printer name, where to send, macro numbers, etc.), 
said print management method further comprising the step of: 

(c) storing the image identification information for identifying the allocated image 
and the relevant printing device, to which the printing request for printing the allocated 
image has already been allocated, into an information storage module (Page 88, 
Column 2; Noted: See “The Job Management Database”), 

wherein said step (b) allocates a printing request for printing an image having an 
identical piece of the image identification information with the stored image identification 
information for identifying the allocated image to the stored relevant printing device, to 
which the printing request for printing the allocated image has already been allocated 
(Page 88, Column 2, Noted: as expressed above, the server matches requests and 
data files accordingly, merges the information and sends the job to the correct 
printer.). 
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Claim Objections 

7. Claims 9, 1 0, 1 1 and 20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 9-1 1 and 20 contain subject matter which could not be found in prior art in 
that of which is provided in rejection above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JONATHAN R. BECKLEY whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3432. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 7:30-5:00 EST 
(Alternate Friday). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, TWYLER L. HASKINS can be reached on (571)272-7406. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jonathan R Beckley/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2625 
6/1/09 



/Twyler L. Haskins/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 




